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to make the data of sense in any way or degree the measure of the reality of existence, or the source from which existence itself comes into being.
On this serenely impersonal position he took his stand ; we find little or nothing of the querulous personal note so characteristic of much modern philosophy. We never find him asking, " What is to become of me in all this ?" " What is my position with regard to this eternally-existing reality?"
Of course this is not exclusively a characteristic of Parmenides, but of the time. The idea of personal relation to an eternal Rewarder was only vaguely held in historical times in Greece. The conception of personal immortality was a mere pious opinion, a doctrine whispered here and there in secret mystery; it was not an influential force on men's motives or actions. Thought was still occupied with the wider universe, the heavens and their starry wonders, and the strange phenomena of law in nature. In the succession of the seasons, the rising and setting, the fixities and aberrations, of the heavenly bodies, in the mysteries of coming into being and passing out of it, in these and other similar marvels, and in the thoughts which they evoked, a whole and ample world seemed open for inquiry. Men and their fate were interesting enough to men, but as yet the egotism of man had not attempted to isolate his destiny from the general problem of nature.